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Durango, CO 

Pagosa Springs, CO 

Santa Fe, NM 

Farmington, NM 

 

776 E. 2nd Avenue • Durango, CO 81301 • Phone: (970) 382-7256 • Fax: (970) 382-7259 

www.ecosphere-services.com 

June 18, 2018 
 
 
 
Morgan Einspahr 
LEED GA, Environmental Planner 
Jviation, Inc. 
Sent via email to: Morgan.Einspahr@jviation.com 
 
RE: Wetland and New Mexico Meadow Jumping Mouse Habitat Assessments, Crossfire Property at 
Durango – La Plata County Airport  
 
Dear Morgan, 

This letter summarizes the findings from my site visit to the subject parcel (map attached) as it relates to 

determining the presence/absence of potentially jurisdictional wetlands and habitat for the federally 

listed New Mexico meadow jumping mouse (NMMJM). The scope of this assessment was limited to 

reconnaissance of the site. No wetland delineations were performed and no surveys for the NMMJM 

were conducted. 

I provided you a KMZ file (also attached) and email on June 15 that summarized the findings of my site 

visit. The findings are summarized as follows: 

There are two discrete potentially jurisdictional wetland features outlined on the attached KMZ. There is 

a large wetland complex northwest of the subject parcel, of which 0.12 acre extends onto the subject 

parcel. There was water flowing through this wetland that is obviously irrigation return flows emanating 

from farmlands to the north. The water drains through a culvert beneath County Road (CR) 309 west to 

the Florida River floodplain. 

Along this wetland drainage area are small patches of NMMJM habitat characterized by patches of 

grasses and sedges along the margins of the main flow channel and cattails. 

Along the east edge of the parcel, within what may be the CR 309A right-of-way, is more irrigation 

return water that has been channelized into the CR bar ditch. Without further investigation, I do not 

know if this alignment is officially part of an area irrigation system ditch with downstream water rights. 

The ditch is thickly vegetated with short willows and cattails. The ditch enters a drain that appears to 

discharge west of CR 309. I suspect that this roadside ditch wetland would be considered jurisdictional 

because it appears to discharge to the Florida River floodplain to the west.  

As with the wetland complex to the west, there are thin margins of grasses and sedges that represent 

marginal but potential habitat for the NMMJM. This is a very conservative assessment. The NMMJM also 

needs upland areas for hibernacula; the nearest such areas are more than 1,500 feet to the west beyond 
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CR 309. It is not known whether the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would concur with this assessment or 

determine that it is too isolated and limited to warrant any protections.  

There are also stormwater interception trenches and retention pond features on the property (refer to 

attached photos). These features do not contain potentially jurisdictional wetlands nor do they contain 

any suitable habitat for the NMMJM. Several small patches of willow on the parcel associated with the 

wetland areas are not of sufficient size to provide nesting habitat for the southwestern willow 

flycatcher. 

A few recommendations:  

1. Check with the area irrigation district to better understand the alignment of ditches through the 

area.  

2. Depending upon the findings with the ditch company, it appears that it would be easy to reroute 

the CR 309A ditch water to the west, north of the subject parcel; thereby eliminating the ditch 

wetlands from future development considerations.  

3. The small (0.12 acre) west side wetland may be an esthetic landscape feature as part of future 

development plans. 

Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Fitzgerald 

Principal 

Attachments: Photographs and Maps 
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View looking southwest across the wetland in the northwest corner of the parcel. 
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View looking south-southwest down the wetland complex in northwest corner of parcel. Margins of this 

feature have grass-sedge associations that may provide suitable habitat for the NMMJM. 
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Southern edge of northwest corner wetland before the irrigation water exits the parcel via a culvert 

beneath CR 309 that discharges to the Florida River floodplain.  
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Stormwater inception trench through middle of the parcel. This stormwater feature drains to a dry (at 

the time of the inspection) retention pond that has an overflow structure that drains to the wetland 

complex in the northwest corner of the parcel. 
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View north of linear wetland feature along west edge of CR 309A. The road is not visible in this photo 

just beyond the top of the cattails. 
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Only executive summary included due to file size. Full report available upon request. 
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Phase I Environmental Site Assessment    May 2018 
Durango Airport Expansion  i   SME Environmental, Inc. 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

A Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (Phase I ESA) was completed by SME Environmental, 
Inc.  (SME)  for  Ms.  Morgan  Einspahr  of  Jviation  for  the  Durango‐La  Plata  County  Airport 
Expansion, located at 820 Airport Rd, in the City of Durango, La Plata County, Colorado.  For the 
purposes of  this  report,  this property will hereafter be called  the “target property”.    It  is  the 
understanding of SME that this Phase I ESA was conducted as part of a commercial real estate 
transaction.  Therefore, the User of this Phase I ESA, as defined by the ASTM 1527‐13 standard, 
is Jviation.  The target property is depicted on Figure 1: Appendix 1. 

SME performed this Phase I ESA in conformance with the scope and limitations of ASTM Standard 
1527‐13, Standard Practice for Environmental Site Assessments.  Any exceptions to, or deletions 
from, this practice are described in sections 7.0 and 8.1 of this report.  The objective of a Phase I 
ESA is to identify recognized environmental conditions (RECs), or the presence or likely presence 
of any hazardous substances or petroleum products  in, on, or at a property.   The Phase  I ESA 
included  a  review  of  public  agency  files  and  databases,  historical  aerial  photography  and 
topographic maps,  and  reviews  of  available  historical  city  directories.    The  Phase  I  ESA  also 
included a site inspection of the target property, limited site inspections of adjacent and nearby 
properties,  and  interviews  with  individuals  with  knowledge  of  the  target  property  and  its 
surroundings.  

As a result of this Phase I ESA, SME identified a total of 6 findings: 2 findings on the target property 
and  4  findings  on  adjoining  properties,  as  defined  by  ASTM  Standard  1527‐13  as  known  or 
suspected RECs.  These are discussed in detail in Section 7.0 of this report. After an evaluation of 
these findings for this Phase I ESA, it is the opinion of SME, as environmental professional, that 
one of the findings constitute RECs.   
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